
Rooted in Tradition
By JodyMorgan

The lilacs are beginning to
bloom all over Duxbury. Great
hedges of lilacs line the roads.
Their lavender and white blos
soms soften the angles of
buildings old and new. Syringea
vulgaris was common in
Concord when Louisa May
Alcott wrote "Under the
Lilacs" in 1877. George
Washington transplanted two
large lilacs to stand on
either side of his north
gate in 1785. But when
the Pilgrims sailed for
the New World, there
were no lilacs in North
America.

Indeed, lilacs did not
reach English soil until
the 16th century. In
1620, prized specimens
graced only the gardens
^f fU -:-k i r.„

upon the ambassador's tri
umphal return to England,
Brewster was commanded to
wear die gold chain presented
to Davison by the Dutch.

Continued favorat the court
was not Brewster's fate. When
Mary Queen of Scots lost her
head, William Davison lost his
position. He had signed the
death warrant of Elizabeth's
cousin according to Elizabetli's
instructions, but her majesty
blamed him for failing to delay
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hood. The final bell tolled for
the structure 30 years after
Brewster fled from Scrooby to
Amsterdam, the very year
Duxbury was incorporated as a
town. George Willison 'notes
in "The Pilgrim Reader":
"Nothing of the old manor
house remains today but a few
remnants of its walls, long
since incorporated in the
Structure of a 'plain farm tene
ment' built upon the ruins of
die palace after it had crum-

bled and fallen
'::>;^:\ down, being
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ordained as a min
ister, William
Brewster led his
congregation as a
ruling elder.
While living in
Holland, he

his son Love's marriage in
1634, no longer stands. The
lilacs and the site they mark
became the property of the
Duxbury Rural & Historical

' Society in 1951 through the
gift of Ellis Brewster of
Plymouth, a descendant of the
Mayflower passenger. To date,
however, no document has
been discovered to substantiate
the Brewster lilac tradition.

Did Elder Brewster first
learn to love lilacs when he was
consorting with die English
nobility? Did they remind him
of his youth? Or did he discov
er them during his years of
exile in the Low Countries?
Didthe Elder, in fact, plantthe
lilacs at all?

"The white rose is for die
bride; the red for the groom."
Thus, a friend from an older
generadon explained to me the
tradition that had left two




